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Minutes of the Athy Municipal District Meeting 

Held on Monday, 27th January 2015 at 10.00 a.m. 

at Rathstewart Athy 

 

Members Present: Councillor M. Miley (Cathaoirleach), Councillors M. Dalton, I. 

   Keatley, T. Redmond, and M. Wall  

 

Also Present: Mr. L. Dunne (Senior Executive Officer), Mr J.Coppinger 

   (Senior Executive Engineer), Ms. C. Lyons (Senior Engineer), 

   Mr D.  O’Flaherty (Athy Municipal District Engineer), Mr. G. Duff, 

   (A/Senior Executive Officer), Ms. A. Louw (Staff Officer), Ms. A. 

   Aspell (Meetings Administrator), and Ms A. Cassidy (Secretary) 

 

Apologies:    Councillor A. Breslin 

 

 

Vote of Sympathy 

The Cathaoirleach commenced the meeting by expressing condolences to the 

families of the young victims of the tragic traffic accident that took place in the area 

on the 6th January 2015.  He referred to the Books of Condolence that were opened 

in Athy and Naas and extended heartfelt sympathy of all the members to the families 

and community.  All the members present wished to be associated with this 

expression of sympathy and they also paid tribute to the emergency services and Fr. 

McEvoy who attended at the scene.  The meetings administrator also concurred with 

the members sentiments on behalf of the staff of the Council.   

 

 

AY1/115 Confirmation of Minutes 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 15th 

December 2015. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Redmond that 

the minutes be confirmed and taken as read. 
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Matters Arising 

Car Park, Kildangan 

Councillor Wall thanked the traffic management section for the car park design and 

hoped that progress will be made on providing a car park for area as soon as 

possible.   

 

Abbeylands Estate Castledermot - Traffic Congestion 

Resolved that the roads and transportation section will consult with the Municipal 

District Office with a view to preparing a traffic calming scheme if considered suitable 

and will update members at next meeting.   

 

Bus Stop - Monasterevin 

Resolved that the roads and transportation section will update the members at next 

meeting. 

 

Skatepark 

In response to a query from Councillor Redmond as to when the skatepark will be 

officially opened, the District Engineer advised this has been referred to roads design 

to check connectivity to existing infrastructure. 

Resolved that the members will kept updated on progress. 

 

Oak Park 

The members were advised that cash has been lodged in lieu of this bond.  Mr. 

Dunne also informed the meeting that the Council is working with Irish Water to 

come to a resolution on this matter.  Councillor Keatley asked if the Council had 

heard from the ESB as this issue as it could be easily resolved if the ESB was paid 

for.  He reiterated that this issue needs to be resolved as a matter of urgency. 

Resolved to keep the members informed on progress. 

 

 

AY2/115 HSE Briefing on Ambulance Services 

The Cathaoirleach and members welcomed Mr. Tom Horwell from the Ambulance 

Service who gave a overview on the response times and services provided in the 

Athy and surrounding areas.  He also referred to the tragic accident that occurred in 
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the area recently and advised that he had debriefed the incident officer on duty at 

that time.  He updated the members on the available personnel to Athy and the high 

range of skills and training involved, rosters, front line duties and difficulties they 

sometimes encounter in providing the service e.g. overtime, training costs.  He also 

advised that they cover patients going to Naas and the Midlands Hospitals. In 

response to members queries, Mr. Horwell also outlined how issues such as waiting 

times in hospitals, response times etc are dealt with and referred to the introduction 

of Intermediate Care which helps free up emergency crews.  He advised that there 

are always exceptions that may arise in emergency situations however the 

ambulance service should not be held up for more than one hour at a hospital and it 

is investigated rigorously if it is any longer.  The Cathaoirleach thanked Mr. Horwell 

for his attendance and briefing and in response Mr. Horwell advised that he can be 

contacted at any time if the members had further queries and he withdrew from the 

meeting. 

 

 

AY3/115 Southern Distributor Road 

Ms. Clodagh Lyons, Executive Engineer advised the members that she had been 

appointed late last year to oversee this project. She advised that she had gone 

through the procurement process and a new consultant will be in place towards the 

end of March this year.  The consultants will review the project as part of the 

tendering process and come up with a programme of delivery.  She further advised 

that some updates will be required and they will take a few months.  She hoped that 

by next year we would have gone through route selection, environmental services, 

have looked at design and be going to An Bord Pleanala with an Environmental 

Impact Statement.  She anticipated that the summer would be a realistic timescale.  

 

The members welcomed Ms. Lyons and congratulated her on her new appointment.  

In response to a query from Councillor Redmond, Ms. Lyons said that she had been 

given a brief to look at the Southern Distributor Road but this will be reviewed again 

by the consultants to ensure that it is the proper relief route and that all planning and 

development in the area including a proposed investment in the area would have an 

impact on the route and that the proposed route will alleviate traffic in the town . 
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Councillor Wall enquired as to why the northern distributor road would be considered 

if the brief is to concentrate on the southern distributor road.  In response, Ms. Lyons 

advised that although work is currently concentrating on the southern side of the 

town, it is not possible to anticipated the expert opinion of the consultants once 

appointed.  A discussion ensued with several  members expressing dismay that the 

northern route would be even considered at this stage.  Mr. Coppinger advised that 

all routes must be looked at in an even handed manner taking into context planning, 

national and local plans.  He said that he would be surprised if a different route was 

decided on as ten years of work had gone into the Southern route however the 

statutory process must be adhered to which is why consultants are to be appointed 

and it will be the summer before there is a clearer view.  In response to the 

Cathaoirleach’s fears that the project would be set back ten years, Mr. Coppinger 

confirmed that although we have a process to go through, this project is treated with 

the highest priority and reassured the members that there would be no delay as 

there are timescales to be met. 

Resolved that the item remain on the agenda for update and that delivery of this 

project be expedited. 

 

 

AY4/115 Update on Community and Economic Development Issues 

This item was discussed at a meeting held on Friday 23rd January and is to be 

followed up with a further meeting this week. 

Resolved as this item is now a standing item on the agenda that there will be an 

update at the next meeting. 

 

 

AY5/115 Speed Limit Bye Law for the R448 

Mr. Duff referred to the report previously circulated to the members advising of the 

statutory procedure for the making of a Road Traffic Special Speed Limit Bye Law for 

the R448 at Prumplestown/Knocknagee, Castledermot and advised the members 

that although it is a reserved function of the Council, the approval of the municipal 

district is required to bring it to full Council.  The speed limit bye law has been 

through a public consultation and no objections have been received save for 

consultation with the gardai.   
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In response to a query from Councillor Keatley, Mr. Duff confirmed that although the 

Road Safety Officer did not have a statutory input into the process like the gardai, he 

would have considered it. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley, seconded by Councillor Wall that 

the Speed Limit Bye Law for the R448 as outlined in the report be forwarded to full 

Council for approval.  

 

 

AY6/115 Naming of Online Service Station on M9 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Miley: 

That the council request the NRA to call the new proposed online service station on 

the M9 the Ernest Shackleton Station. 

 

The members considered a report from the roads and transportation section advising 

that if the members are in agreement then a written request will be issued to the 

National Roads Authority (NRA). 

 

Councillor Miley stated that although the station was not initially welcomed he felt 

that it should be named the Ernest Shackleton Service Station which would entice 

people to visit the southern part of the County and we should write to the NRA in this 

regard.   

 

Councillor Keatley expressed concern that this station would affect business in the 

area by naming it Ernest Shackleton and felt the junction in Mullaghmast would be 

more suitable. 

 

Councillor Redmond felt it was appropriate as it would be an opportunity to turn 

South Kildare into Shackelton County similar to Yeats County in Sligo and would 

boost tourism in the area.   

 

Although Councillor Dalton felt the station was surplus to requirements and the 

funding should have been used elsewhere in the south of the County, he said that 

naming it after Ernest Shackleton was a worthwhile idea.  He asked if we could 
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widen this and encourage a Shackleton theme with the involvement of Kildare Failte 

and the Council especially if this is the only point for motorists to stop in south 

Kildare.  Both the Cathaoirleach and Councillor Keatley concurred with this and felt 

we should also engage with the Ernest Shackleton Committee in Athy first to get 

their input into how best to encourage people into the south of the county.    

 

Councillor Wall had concerns about how this project will affect local business and 

queried how this could be marketed and how tourists could be enticed to the 

birthplace of Shackleton in Kilkea and develop the whole Shackleton experience in 

Athy.  His concern was that tourists would only visit the station and drive on rather 

than getting them into Athy. 

Resolved that a meeting be set up with the Council, Kildare Failte and the Ernest 

Shackleton Committee to consider how best to promote the Ernest Shackleton 

experience with a view to attracting people to  the south of the County incorporating 

the naming of the new service station on the M9. 

 

 

AY7/115 Public Transport in South of the County 

It was agreed to consider items 7, 8, and 9 on the agenda together. 

Item 7 - Motion Councillor Wall 

That the Athy Municipal District call on the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 

Sport to immediately provide an adequate and sustained public transport network for 

the residents living near the M9/N9, in particular those living in the villages along 

these routes. 

 

Item 8 - Motion - Councillor Keatley   

That the council commit to a strategy of installing bus stops in the south of the 

county at recognised collection points for public and private operators.  

 

Item 9 - Motion Councillor Miley  

That the council call on the National Transport Authority, Bus Eireann and the 

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Paschal O Donohoe to ensure that there 

is a proper bus service in place for the villages of Castledermot, Moone, Timolin, 

Ballitore, Crookstown, Kilgowan and all places in between. 
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A report from the roads and transportation section was circulated to the members 

advising that the system in relation to public transport buses (public and commercial) 

is that public transport providers apply to the National Transport Authority (NTA) for a 

licence which sets out the route and the drop off/pick up points.  The public transport 

providers must then apply to Kildare County Council for permission to site and install 

the bus stop (Section 16 of the Road Traffic Act 2002).  The public transport 

providers provide the required signage and install it in accordance with Kildare 

County Council’s requirements.  With regard to Councillor Keatley’s motion – if the 

recognised collection points to which he refers are designated bus stops then 

signage should be provided by the public transport provider.  It should be noted that 

this report refers only to bus stops – if a bus shelter is required then a planning 

application must be lodged by the public transport provider. If the members are in 

agreement a letter will be issued to the Minister, to the National Transport Authority 

(NTA) and to Bus Eireann. 

   

Councillor Miley said it was vital that the south of the County be provided with an 

adequate bus service and felt that it was important to get Bus Eireann to service this 

route again especially with J. J. Kavanagh pulling his service from this route. He said 

it is a vital service for students and the elderly in our community who are unable to 

use their free travel.  He welcomed the help of the Rural Transport Authority in the 

County but felt that a letter should issue to the Minister for Transport, Tourism and 

Sportin this regard.  Councillor Wall referred to a public meeting in Castledermot held 

to consider the need to link it to various towns as the lack of service is a serious 

concern for the people there.  He felt the whole issue here relates to subsidising the 

transport and we have to look to Bus Eireann to come on board.  He said that 

Deputy Wall had contacted the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport and a 

meeting has been arranged.  He also advised that the Rural Transport Authority will 

help in the interim.  He referred to the 7 services that go from Waterford to Dublin 

daily but only 1 or 2 go through Castledermot and this is where the focus needs to be 

Councillor Keatley concurred with the two previous members and said that the 

decline of the service has happened progressively over the last 10 years.  He 

referred to the meeting with the Minister organised by both Deputy Wall and Deputy 

Heydon and asked that bus stop issues be discussed at this meeting as he did not 
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feel that one provider should be paying for a bus stop.  He felt that this can only be 

resolved by setting up a rural transport link making the route economically viable with 

realistic options, with viable pulling in points for express routes along the old M9 and 

follow up with more stops at local level too.  He welcomed  the meeting with the 

Minister and reiterated the need for a cohesive policy with due regard for the safety 

element too and asked that this issue be referred to the SPC for consideration also 

 

Mr. O’Flaherty said that bus providers must apply for permission to erect bus 

shelters and it must be looked at by both the public service provider and the Council 

and in a coherent way.  It is not the remit of the Council to provide bus shelters. He 

said however that there has been an indication from the NTA that there may be 

funding available for bus shelters, however the Council will need to have a strategy 

as to where to locate shelters and where numbers warrant them. 

Resolved to write to the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, the Minister for 

Rural Affairs, the NTA, and Bus Eireann requesting a meeting to discuss provision of 

services for the south of the County.  Also to refer this matter to the Transport 

Strategic Policy Committee for consideration and roads and transportation to advise 

members on preferred locations for bus shelters. 

 

 

AY8/115 update on pedestrian bridge over River Barrow 

The member considered the following question in the name of Councillor Redmond.  

Can we as a council get an update as to the pedestrian bridge over the River Barrow 

in the urban Athy area?  It’s delivery will be the first bridge build over the Barrow for 

over 200 years locally.  

 

A report from the roads and transportation section was circulated to the members 

advising that a Feasibility Report in respect of this project was completed a number 

of years ago and was funded by the National Transport Authority (NTA).  

Subsequently an Options Report was completed.  The project has not progressed 

since then.  The next step is for the Municipal District Engineer (who is managing 

this project) to meet with the members to discuss the potential location for the 

footbridge. 
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Councillor Redmond welcomed the report.  Mr. O’Flaherty advised that it is 

necessary to decide in general terms where we go from here and link the footbridge 

up to existing services.  He said he would like to discuss this with the members first 

in order to get a consensus and positive approach in relation to the location of the 

footbridge. 

Resolved that the District Engineer meet with members to agree suitable location for 

footbridge and agree same before next meeting. 

 

 

AY9/115 Road Repair at Boherbawn, The Cush and Richardstown, Kildangan. 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Wall.  

Can the council bring the roads L7065 and L7063 at Boherbawn, the Cush and 

Richardstown, Kildangan up to a proper standard?   

 

A report from the roads and transportation section was circulated to the members 

advising that these roads are in the process of being repaired.  In the longer term 

these roads can be included in the 2015 schemes for consideration in the light of 

available finance. 

 

Councillor Wall welcomed the report. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

 

AY10/115 Questions – Councillor Breslin 

Item 12 - Question Councillor Breslin 

Can remedial works to undertaken to the roadway and footpaths in Cowpasture, 

Monasterevin? 

A report was circulated to the members from the roads and transportation section 

advising that any short term remedial works can be undertaken.  In the long term this 

work can be costed and considered in light of the 2015 finances. 

 

Item 13 - Question Councillor Breslin 

When will an audit be carried out on the footpaths in Ballyroe and Castleroe estates? 
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A report was circulated to the members from the roads and transportation section 

advising that the audit is being undertaken and work can be prioritised and 

considered in light of the 2015 finances. 

Resolved that as Councillor Breslin was not present, it was agreed to ascertain if 

she wished to defer items 12 and 13 for consideration at the next meeting.  The 

reports were noted. 

 

 

AY11/115 Safety Programme/Measures for N78 

The members considered item 14 and 15 on the agenda together 

 

Item 14 – Question Councillor Keatley  

Can the council immediately implement a safety programme in conjunction with the 

county Joint Policing Committee to help deal with the serious safety issues on the 

N78? 

 

Item 15 – Question Councillor Miley 

Can the council work with the NRA to install safety measures on the N78? 

 

The members considered the following report from the roads and transportation 

department advising that the N78 is a National Road for which the National Roads 

Authority (NRA) is responsible.  If the members are in agreement a request will issue 

to that authority and this matter will also be referred to the new County Joint Policing 

Committee when established.  The Roads, Transportation and Public Safety 

Directorate will assist in the implementation of any safety programme/measures 

devised by the National Roads Authority (NRA).   

 

Councillor Miley said that the residents are concerned about speeding on this road 

especially at particular points.  He felt that the installation of a permanent camera 

and gatso vans at these locations would be a great advantage.  Councillor Keatley 

concurred with this and said he had previous motions in terms of safety issues on 

this route.  He said it was the remit of the Gardai as to where the gatso vans are 

located and he felt that signage would be of great benefit too. 
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Mr. O’Flaherty felt that the issue of speeding was a matter for enforcement.  The 

Council sets speed limits but it is a matter for the Gardai to enforce.  He said that the 

NRA is the first port of call in respect of the speed cameras.   

Resolved to write to the NRA requesting a meeting regarding the implementation of 

speed cameras and also write to the gardai requesting the presence of the gatso 

van.  Also resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded  by Councillor 

Keatley to refer this issue to the Joint Policing Committee. 

 

 

AY12/115 Footpath Repairs 

The following question in the name of Councillor Miley was considered. Can the 

council prioritise footpaths in need of repair throughout the Athy Municipal District? 

 

A report from the roads and transportation section was circulated to the members 

advising that a survey is being undertaken in relation to the repair/rehabilitation of 

footpaths.  The work can then be prioritised and considered in light of the 2015 

finances. 

 

Councillor Miley welcomed the report and Mr. O’Flaherty asked the members to 

prioritise the repairs required so that they can be costed. 

Resolved that members email their requests to the District Engineer. 

 

 

AY13/115 Adjourned Motions – Councillor Breslin 

 

Item 17 - Athy Library 

That consideration be given to extending the opening hours of Athy Library. 

 

A report was circulated to the members from the Acting County Librarian advising 

that given ongoing limitations of library staffing resources, Kildare Library and Arts 

Service at this moment in time is not in a position to extend the opening hours of 

Athy Library, since the issue of the response in December 2014 the staffing situation 

has seen further reductions.  
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Item 18 - Social Housing Strategy  

In view of the recent Government announcement allocating funding for social 

housing, that the council now start a programme of constructing housing for persons, 

including children, who have specialised housing requirements. 

 

A report was circulated to the members from the housing department advising that 

following the recent launch of the Social Housing Strategy 2020 the Housing 

Department is preparing a comprehensive programme in response to meeting the 

commitments for Kildare. This will be based on direct provision, Rental 

Accommodation scheme, Social Leasing, acquisitions, Part V, delivery through 

approved housing bodies and or private sector partners. 

The formation of a countywide programme for Kildare will have to have regard to: 

• Current trends of integration and concentration of social and private 

housing. 

• Best use of Council assets in terms of matching need with current land 

holdings given the overriding concern to deliver quality living 

environments. 

• Opportunity for partnerships with approved housing bodies and private 

development to accelerate delivery times. 

• Requirement to limit the scale and size of social developments in any one 

area. 

• Responding to private developers and the need to capture appropriate 

Part V returns. 

• Demand for specialist needs in particular prioritising allocations for 

homelessness, congregated settlements, travellers, elderly, people with 

disabilities, those exciting from RAS units in addition to those who have 

been on the housing waiting list for long periods. 

• Resources allocated to project managed and delivery of the programme. 

Notwithstanding these concerns where early actions can be identified that will 

deliver results in the short term such actions will be prioritised. 
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Resolved as Councillor Breslin was not present it was agreed to ascertain if items 

17 and 18 are to be deferred to the next meeting. The reports were noted. 

 

 

AY14/115 Twinning – Castledermot 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond was considered. 

That we as a council aim to develop a twinning town or area with Castledermot 

where the first Irish Parliament was held.  This should be done with as much public 

input as possible and will greatly help the area with tourism. 

 

A report was circulated to the members advising the matter of budgets and twinning 

will need to be adjudicated upon against the existing commitments and twinning 

arrangements of Athy Municipal District.  The current budget set aside for twinning in 

Athy being €6,000. 

 

Councillor Redmond referred to the possibility of twinning Castldermot with a 

European town and suggested holding a meeting with the twinning group as there is 

a sufficient budget to fund this.  Councillor Keatley felt it is necessary to look at a 

strategy for the whole area and not just individual towns and this could be discussed 

with the Athy Twinning Committee.  Councillor Miley supported the motion and felt 

that twinning would be beneficial but that we should broaden it out to include the 

Shackleton issue.  He said that Castledermot was one the most historic places in the 

Country. 

Resolved to discuss this issue at the meeting to be organised to discuss enhancing 

the Ernest Shackleton experience in the South of the County and invite Athy 

Twinning Group to this meeting as well. 

 

 

AY15/115 Accommodation for Athy Rowing and Canoe Club 

It was agreed to take items 20 and 21 on the agenda together 

Item 20 Motion – Councillor Wall   

That Athy Municipal District immediately engages with Athy Rowing and Canoe Club 

to allow them locate a temporary and renewable accommodation for the club on the 

council car park adjacent to the Dominican church. 
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Item 21 Motion – Councillor Breslin 

That the council enters into negotiations with Athy Rowing and Canoe Club to permit 

the club to place a club house on the council car park at Dominican Lane, Athy.  

 

A report from Mr. Simon Wallace, Parks Superintendent was circulated to the 

members advising that discussions will be held with Athy Rowing Club in conjunction 

with the Roads and Planning Departments in relation to any issues regarding a 

location for a club house.  

 

Councillor Wall welcomed the report and asked if the members were happy to grant 

the club permission to use the car park on a temporary basis.  He said that they are 

a progressive club with over 100 members and the car park is used very little.  

Although Councillor Dalton supported the motion, he too has received a request from 

the Tri Athy Club looking for similar use and he felt we needed to be careful to be 

equal to all clubs.  Councillor Keatley supported both motions and referred to the 

growth in membership of the rowing club and encouraged the Council to help them. 

 

The District Engineer said that, in the past, he had had preliminary meetings with the 

Dragon Club who wanted somewhere to store the dragon boat during the winter.  He 

suggested that they store it in an enclosed location.   

Requests from all the relevant clubs must be considered in the long term, is it going 

to be permanent, who is going to maintain it.  He noted that this is an area of 

conservation and planning would need to be consulted as it may also be necessary 

to look at the riverbank to facilitate the boats.  In relation to a query from the 

Cathaoirleach about receiving a deputation from Inland Waterways regarding the 

installation of jetties on the far side of the river, the Meeting Administrator advised 

that the Inland Waterways should write to the Cathaoirleach first requesting receipt 

of their deputation and make submissions in advance. 

Resolved that the municipal district members receive a deputation from Inland 

Waterways at the next meeting. 
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AY16/115 Capital Assistance Programme Muiriosa Foundation (in Moore 

Abbey) 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Redmond. 

Can the council detail when they applied for funding for the six bedroom house for 

the Muiriosa foundation (in Moore Abbey) from the Department of the Environment, 

Community and Local Government and what was the department's response, if the 

documents of the communications between the Department of Environment, 

Community and Local Government and the council can be released on this issue?    

 

The members considered a report from the housing department advising that the 

council has held a number of discussions with Muiriosa Housing Association in 

respect of the delivery of a six bedroom unit and the matter has also been discussed 

with the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government.  The 

council was not satisfied with certain aspects of the project to recommend its 

approval to the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government and 

advised all parties as to the requirements of the scheme.  The Housing Department 

is willing to meet with any parties interested in progressing Capital Assistance 

Schemes that can be funded in accordance with the provisions of the scheme.   

 

The council supported a separate application by Muiriosa Housing Association 

through the Capital Assistance Scheme for a property at Rathangan to meet special 

needs which was funded by the Department of Environment in 2013. 

 

Councillor Redmond expressed satisfaction with this report but was disappointed 

however at the failure to release the documentation he requested.   

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

 

 

AY17/115 Illegal Encampments 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Keatley. 

That the council immediately investigate the issues that have developed in 

Monastereven as a result of illegal encampments in the vicinity of Barrow Close 

housing estate.  
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A report from the planning and economic development section was circulated to the 

members advising that the issues raised by Councillor Keatley concerning alleged 

unauthorised development on a site in the vicinity of Barrow Close are being 

investigated and if unauthorised development is taking place, appropriate follow-up 

will be undertaken by the Planning section.    

 

Councillor Keatley advised that further incidents had taken place involving the 

Gardai.  He said he and the residents of the area are extremely concerned.  He went 

on to say that he had had conversations with the planning department and was not 

satisfied that the Council has taken action as they should have, however he is 

satisfied that there is a plan in place with the gardai to deal with this actively and he 

said he would be following up on this issue himself with both housing and planning 

departments who needed to be more proactive.  Councillors Wall and Miley 

supported the motion. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

 

AY18/115 Strategy for new regional aid classification for South Kildare 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Keatley. 

Can the council request the Local Enterprise Office to develop a strategy to take 

advantage of the new regional aid classification of the south of the county? 

 

A report from the planning and economic development section was circulated to the 

members advising that LEO will not have any access to funding under the Regional 

Aid Scheme.  It is essentially targeted at Enterprise Ireland and IDA clients, not the 

micro-enterprise Sector.  LEO will, therefore, not be formulating any strategy in this 

regard. 

 

Councillor Keatley said he would be following this up with the Local Enterprise Office 

and advised that a regional aid scheme would benefit all enterprise in the south of 

the County.  He was concerned that locally the Council are not taking advantage of 

the new status that we have been given through Enterprise Ireland and the IDA.  He 
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felt that it was something we needed help working on over the next few years to 

encourage businesses into the south of the county. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

 

AY19/115 Proposed Community Garden for Monasterevin 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Wall. 

Can the council update its members on the proposed community garden for 

Monasterevin.   

 

A report from Mr. Joe Boland, Director of Service, Water and Environmental Services 

section was also circulated to the members advising that it is proposed to commence 

this work in partnership with the local community who are supplying the stone as well 

as most of the fill material for the walkways.  The Council, for its part, will put in the 

foundations, construct the wall and walkways as well as configuring the site.  This 

will cost in the region of €4,500 and the formal approval of the municipal district to 

this expenditure will  be requested and it should commence shortly. 

 

Councillor Wall welcomed the report saying it is a great project the town of 

Monasterevin. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Keatley that 

expenditure be approved for the community garden. 

 

 

AY20/115 WiFi – Athy Town 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond. 

That this council investigates (citing Drogheda in County Louth) a free WiFi town in 

Athy.  The initial cost to get the same service has dropped considerably since my 

initial motion in September 2009. 

 

A report from Mr. Bernard Higgins, Head of IT and Procurement was circulated to 

the members giving the background to the provision of Wifi in Drogheda and outlined 

the merits of free Wifi in the County subject to the availability of funding and technical 

resources to procure, design, implement and support such an initiative.  He felt it 
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would be prudent to examine this on a county-wide basis with the aid of LCDC, and 

recommended that the LCDC consider the development of a countywide Wifi 

strategy as part of the LECP for County Kildare. 

 

Councillor Redmond said that there is a cost of €750 to get an assessment of the 

town and then there would be an initial cost of €5000 to make Athy a pilot WiFi town.  

He asked the members to agree to the expenditure of €750 for the assessment.  The 

members supported the motion but asked that it be referred to the Enterprise Board 

for investigation first. 

Resolved to initially refer this matter to the Enterprise Board for investigation and 

update members in due course. 

 

The meeting concluded. 


