
Report prepared for Kildare County Council

by

Dr Edgar Morgenroth

Economic and Social Research Institute

Kildare County Council

- An Economic Development Strategy for Kildare...

Competing in a Globalised World



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This study has benefited 

substantially from inputs and 

guidance by a project

steering group consisting of:

Gerry Halton 

Chair and

Project Manager

Niall Bradley

Former County Manager

Joe Boland

Director of Services

Des Page 

Director of Services

Peter Minnock

Director of Services

Pat Gallagher 

Senior Planner

Kildare County Council

   
Change   C

ompete   Attract

   
Change   C

ompete   Attract



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Executive Summary 1

1. Context 3

2. Outline of the project 7

2.1. Analytical Framework 7

2.2. County Profile 7

2.3. Consultation 8

2.4 Key Message of this Study 8

3. Detailed Analysis 12

Action Layer 12

3.1 Growth Drivers 12

3.2.1 Skilled Labour 13

3.2.2 Education/ Research & Development 15

3.2.3 Infrastructure 16

3.2.4 Quality Built Environment 16

3.3 Social Partners 18

3.3.1 Firms 18

3.3.2 Worker/ Individuals 20

3.3.3 Community 21

Summary 22

3.4 Service Platforms 23

3.4.1 Community and Enterprise 23

3.4.2 Planning and Economic Development 23

3.4.3 Environment 23

3.4.4 Transportation 24       

3.4.5 Sanitary 24

3.5 Policy Executive 25

4. Development Framework 27

5. Specific Actions 29

5.1 Economic Sectors 30

5.1.1 Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 30

5.1.2 Manufacturing 31

5.1.3 Marketed Services 32

5.1.4 Building and Construction 32

5. 2 Land Use 33

5.2.1 Residential Development 33

5.2.2 High-tech, high-value added Sectors 33

5.2.3 Other Services & Retail 33

5.2.4 Built Environment 34

5.3 Education, Human Capital & R&D 34

5.4 Key Infrastructural Investment 35

5.4.1 Transport 35

5.4.2 Waste 35

5.4.3 Water and Waste Water 36

5.4.4 Electricity 36

5.5 Social & Cultural Capital 36

5.6 Branding & Promotion 37

6. Prioritising Resources and Actions 39

7. Conclusions 43



Globalisation is reducing national
differences, thus increasing the
role of local factors 




