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What is the Parent-Teacher association for?
The Parent Teacher Association, (PTA) serves as a communication interface between the parents and guardians of the attending pupils and the staff and functions of the school. The main purpose of the PTA is to help the MPPS in the provision of the best, safest and healthiest possible learning environment for the attending students. The PTA exercises its function in accordance with the principals enshrined in its constitution. 
Who is in the PTA?
Membership of the PTA comprises all parents or guardians of pupils currently attending the school and shall be open to all members 
of the school’s teaching staff. However the executive functions of the PTA are carried out by an elected Committee.  
PTA Committee   
The PTA Committee is comprised of two members of school staff, currently Principal and Vice Principal and parents/guardians who have kindly volunteered their time and their support towards the activities of the association. An executive Committee of Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and their respective assistants, are elected into office at the AGM, which is held at the start of the school year. The PTA Committee attend at scheduled monthly meetings at the school during the school year.
Activities of The Association


Fundraising: This is a very important function, which provides the association with the necessary funds to provide or engage in a variety of activities, which are not otherwise funded by school budgets or the board of education. Recent successful fundraising events include a Golf Classic, which was held in the Carton golf course and, more recently, the introduction of a family Voluntary Subscription scheme.
Funding: This is one of the rewarding duties for the members of the Association where they decide on what to spend the welcome funds received as the result of the fundraising activities. Examples of recent funding include computers for the Special Needs Class and the Careers department and contributing towards the cost of the schools annual Musical.

Helping with school functions: There are a number of functions during the school year where PTA volunteers can help with the preparations, provide tea and refreshments and generally clean and tidy up the venue. The Christmas Carol Concert and the annual school musical are highlights of the school year where it is a real “buzz” to lend a hand.

Voicing opinion on local issues: The PTA can voice considerable support or objection, as the case may require, towards local developments or activities that may impact on the learning environment of the school. 

Projects: Activities that require more time and effort than is normally available at the regular meetings, are designated as projects and assigned a separate sub-committee.

Two current examples are, the School Library project and the PTA Website project.
Contacts for the School + membership of PTA Committee
Maynooth Post Primary School
Acting Principal - Johnny Nevin
Acting Deputy Principal - Andrew Dunne 
Email: principal@mpps.ie Web: www.mpps.ie 
Phone: +353 1 628 6060 Fax:  +353 1 628 5091

Parent Teacher Association Committee:
· Chairperson - Michael Durkan 

· Vice Chairperson - Mary Oliver 

· Secretary - John Flynn 

· Vice Secretary – Deirdre Glynn 

· Joint Treasurers - Kathleen Cunningham
                           - Gerry Quinn 

· P.R.O. - Mossie McQuillan 

· Teacher Representative - Johnny Nevin  

· Teacher Representative - Andrew Dunne 

Sub Committees:
· Subscription - Kathleen Cunningham
                     - Anne Jennings
                     - Freddy Carroll
                     - Mary Murray
· PTA Handbook - Mossie Mc Quinllan 

· PTA School Events Rep – Tony O’Connor 

· Library - Claire O'Rourke 

· Web Site - Tyrone Williams 

· Web Site - Gerry McCann 
Other Sources of Information about your school

1. Information currently available in school journal (as of Dec. 2007) 
a. Important notes for students (describes the purpose of the journal, role of the journal in relation to notes from parents, absentee notes, attendance, detention, suspension)

b. Our School, aims, strengths, curriculum aims

c. Curriculum and facilities

d. Disciplne: Code, regulations, procedures, suspension, expulsion, homework

e. School Guidelines: uniform, punctuality, permission to leave school at lunch, attendance, jewellery, mobile phones etc  

f. Advice on how to study

g. Bullying

h. Mobile phone permission form

i. Internet permission form

j. Attendance note for parents/guardians

2. Information on the PTA website http://www.kildare.ie/ptampps (as of Dec. 2007)
a. Homepage

i. Purpose
ii. PTA Committee
iii. Activities of the Association (Fundraising, Funding, Helping with school functions, Voicing opinion on local issues, Projects; e.g.  the School Library project, and the PTA Website project.

b. Other pages; Calendar, Contact us, Comments, Documents, PTA introduction, constitution, study skills, History (under construction = UC), Links, Newsletter (UC), Past events (UC), Photos (UC), 

3. Information on the school website: (http://www.mpps.ie) (as of Dec. 2007)
a. Homepage is an infomercial for the school with photos and info on: Opening of new school extension, The garden of remembrance, TY activities, October activities, 1st year ceremony of welcome, 1st year hike, A safety notice, A students page, New extension, New gym.

b. Other pages: 

i. School Org: Booklists, Policies, VEC, BOM, PTA, Staff, Student council, Whole School Evaluation.

ii. Calendar

iii. Timetables (Leaving and Junior Cert exams)

iv. Students: Sport, Awards, Projects, Musicals, Competitions, Outings, International students, Past pupils

v. Curriculum: LC, TY etc, Subjects available divided into: Arts, Business, Language, Science, Technology, Others

2007 – 2008 Academic Year Calendar  
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